
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 12 November 2015] 

 p8184c-8186a 
Mr Tony Krsticevic; Mr Bill Johnston; Dr Mike Nahan 

UNEMPLOYMENT — FIGURES 
948. Mr A. KRSTICEVIC to the Treasurer: 
Can the Treasurer please comment on the monthly unemployment data that was released today? 

Point of Order 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The minister has to be asked a question. That was not a question. 
Dr M.D. Nahan: Yes, it was: “Could you please comment?” 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
The SPEAKER: Just start your question. 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Can the Treasurer please comment on the monthly unemployment data that was released 
today and its impact on Western Australia? 
Several members interjected. 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: I have not finished my question yet, you have to wait. 

Point of Order 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: If the minister is being asked to comment, he is being asked for an opinion and he 
cannot provide an opinion to the house. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
The SPEAKER: Just answer the question please, minister. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: What question? There is no question. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington! 
Mr W.J. Johnston: This is out of control. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you! I call you to order for the third time. 

Several members interjected. 

Suspension of Member 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, leave the chamber, please. I call you to order for the fourth time. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: It is a joke in this place; a complete joke. 

The SPEAKER: Out you go, please—four times. 

[The member for Cannington left the chamber.] 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr J.M. Francis interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Jandakot, I call you to order for the first time. Answer the question, please. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question; it is an important figure. The Premier went through the issues: we are going 
through a very difficult transition from investment to production and we got hit with commodity pricing. It is 
a difficult structural change. As I have mentioned repeatedly in this place in the past, we have to be very careful 
of jumping on monthly figures; they are highly volatile. We will go through them because the Leader of the 
Opposition regularly jumps on the figures and he misled Parliament. He implied that there was a sharp reduction 
in employment. Actually, there are 15 000 additional jobs — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I call you to order for the first time. It is now 2.20 pm and one and 
a bit questions have been asked. We are not making any progress. Can we please try to make some progress. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: There were 15 000 extra jobs created in Western Australia last month, a 1.1 per cent increase 
in employment growth. That is phenomenal growth. I am not going to say that it will continue forever, but 
1.1 per cent growth in employment in one month is a good result. People opposite say that it is a bad result. What 
are they whingeing about? 

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan! 
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Dr M.D. NAHAN: Not only that, there was a 2.2 per cent increase in the number of hours worked. People are 
working longer and more fully, and that is a good result. Members opposite think it is a bad result; they think it 
is a terrible result. Importantly, there was a sharp increase in the number of people in the workforce. Our 
participation rate grew to 69.2 per cent. Compare that rate with the national rate—the other states—of 
65 per cent. The differential accounts for 40 000 extra people in the workforce in Western Australia who, in 
New South Wales and other states, would not be in the workforce. That is a good result for us; it is a bad result 
according to members opposite—it is terrible! More people are working, more people are looking for jobs and 
finding them, and more people are working longer hours, and people opposite say that it is a terrible result; we 
should be condemned for it. Importantly, in Western Australia last month more jobs were created in that one 
month than were created in New South Wales, South Australia and Tasmania put together. 

Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale! You have one minute. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: Members opposite said it was a terrible result. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Sit down please. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: Why are they clinging — 

The SPEAKER: Sit down please. 

Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: I can’t see you. 

The SPEAKER: You never heard me either. You are lucky, member for Armadale. Carry on, minister. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: Why? Where are they coming from? It is because they are whingers and whiners who want 
to break down and drag down the state. 

Several members interjected. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: They are whingers and whiners; they want unemployment to go up. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I think we have all had our little bit of fun. Can you please wind this up. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Butler, I call you to order for the first time. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: To members opposite, higher unemployment is a good thing. To us, it is a challenge to 
overcome. We are about growth; they are about whining and whingeing and keeping people on the dole. 
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